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National Park Service
announces $500,000 in
support of Mountain
View Officers’ Club
restoration

The U.S. Department of
Interior and the National
Park Service granted the
Mountain View Officers’
Club (MVOC) a total of
$500,000 to restore the
buildings exterior and
Dance Hall. The grant is
part of the 2018 African
American Civil Rights
Grant’s Program. This is
the first step in transforming the MVOC building
and grounds into a first
class multipurpose facility

that will provide an array
protecting Arizona’s
of options for the local
history.
Fort Huachuca and Sierra
This grant provides the
Vista populations.
much-needed seed funding
SWABS, in partnership that will serve as an imporwith the National Trust,
tant catalyst to the rehabiliArizona State Parks and tation of this significant
Trails applied for the
building.
grant last fall as part of a
Without this funding from
multifaceted effort to
the National Park Service,
rehabilitate and reuse one
none of this would be possiof the most unique Afrible. We will transform the
can American historic
vacant Mountain View Ofsites in the southwest.
ficers’ Club into a vibrant
Following the good
community events center.
news, the Office of the
This reflects the success of
Governor of Arizona
public private partnerships
shared the following
for the preservation of Aristatements:
zona’s heritage and further
demonstrates the value of
historic buildings as an economic driver in rural communities.”

Governor Doug
Ducey: “This is the
only site in Arizona
to receive this grant
funding. Being able
to restore key elements of this state
treasure is a vital part
of preserving and

As one of the lastremaining structures of its
kind anywhere in the
United States, the MVOC is
central to understanding the
complex history of the segregated African-American
military experience and
large-scale mobilization
efforts as the U.S. engaged
in World War II.

(2017-2019)

President: Charles Hancock
Vice President: Demetria
Warren
2nd Vice President: Ernie
Calhoun
Secretary: La Verne Jenkins
Treasurer: Bessie Bradford
Corresponding Secretary:
Harlan Bradford Sr.
Board Member at Large:
Billie Holloway Sr.
Board Member at Large:
David Perryman

"Save the past.
Enrich the future."
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C HAIRMAN OF THE B OARD M ESSAGE

Billie J. Holloway Sr
Email: Bandf1@cox.net

This periodic Issue begins the Month of March with the Office of the Governor,
Doug Ducey, making an announcement for immediate release. Arizona State
Parks and Trails receives grant to restore the Mountain View Officers Club.
SWABS also participated in Tombstones Wild West days, provided Florence
Prison Inmates with a Buffalo Soldiers Presentation, and participated in Fort
Huachuca’s Heritage Day.

V ICE P RESIDENT ' S M ESSAGE

Second Vice President's
Message

Demetria Warren
Email: warrendemetria@hotmail.com

We are in the process of
updating the SWABS website.
Check it out and let us know
what you think!

Ernie Calhoun
calhouneg@cox.net
We need you to come out and join us
for our monthly membership
meetings every 3rd Tuesday, 7-8 p.m.
at the County Building (Foothills and
Hwy 92).

S ECRETARY R EPORT
All previous and
current organization
minutes are available
for all members to
review at their request.
Submit your request to
the Secretary at her
email address.
LaVerne Jenkins
sugjen@cox.net

Treasury Report
Bessie Bradford
hlbradford@cox.net
All previous and current organization
treasury reports are available to review at
your request. Submit your request to the
Treasurer at her email address.

Corresponding Secretary
Report
Harlan Bradford
Email hlbradford@cox.net
Thanks to those of you who responded to Issue Number 7
with corrections to your major contact information. As
Corresponding Secretary, I will appreciate any advice and
or recommendations you may have which you believe
will enhance my input for our Periodic
Newsletters. Thanks Again. And, Take Care.
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Board Member at Large & Chairman,
"Spirit of the Buffalo Soldier Awards
Program"

David Perryman
Email:
davenjean@cox.net

Be looking for our "Spirit of the Buffalo Soldier Awards Ceremony"
photos in our next issue of the newsletter.

Scholarship Chairwoman
We will be selecting our 2018
SWABS Scholarship recipients
soon.

Fundraising Chairwoman

Lynnise Moore
lynnisem@cox.net

April 21, Saturday
Car wash

March 31, Saturday

Denny's Parking Lot

Allyne McFalls

Pancake Breakfast

8 am to 1:00 pm

Email: lynemcfalls@yahoo.com

Landmark Café
7:30 am to 12:00 noon

Membership
Chairwoman
Become a recruiter for SWABS when sharing the History of the Buffalo Soldier.

Marian Fletcher
Email:Marian42771@hotmail.com
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Arizona State Parks & Trails Receives Grant Funding To Restore The Mountain View Officers’ Club

March 13, 2018

PHOENIX – Arizona State Parks and Trails has received $500,000 in capital grant funding from the
National Park Service’s African-American Civil Rights Fund to rehabilitate the Mountain View Officers’ Club
(MVOC) at Fort Huachuca. The MVOC is located in southeastern Arizona and the State Historic Preservation
Office, a division of Arizona State Parks and Trails, has been involved in a long-standing effort to preserve and
protect this World War II-era African-American officers’ club.
It is one of only two such documented buildings in the U.S. Army. "This is the only site in Arizona to receive
this grant funding,” said Governor Doug Ducey. “Being able to restore key elements of this state treasure is a vital
part of preserving and protecting Arizona’s history.” “This grant provides the much needed seed funding that will
serve as an important catalyst to the rehabilitation of this significant building,” said Arizona State Parks and Trails
State Historic Preservation Officer Kathryn Leonard. “Without this funding from the National Park Service, none of
this would be possible,” said Arizona State Parks and Trails Executive Director Sue Black. “We will transform the
vacant Mountain View Officers’ Club into a vibrant community events center. This reflects the success of public
private partnerships for the preservation of Arizona’s heritage and further demonstrates the value of historic
buildings as an economic driver in rural communities.”
As one of the last-remaining structures of its kind anywhere in the United States, the MVOC is central to
understanding the complex history of the segregated African-American military experience and large-scale war
mobilization efforts inside the country. During World War II, Fort Huachuca was the largest training facility for
African-American soldiers, housing an estimated 25,000 troops at its peak, with more than 1,400 temporary
buildings constructed for the cause. The MVOC building, which has been vacant since 1998, is one of only a few
buildings that survive from this period. “Fort Huachuca is committed to continued involvement in planning and
carrying out the adaptive reuse of this historic building and feel the proposed project has potential to directly benefit
the U.S. Army mission," said Col. Whit Wright, garrison commander, Fort Huachuca, Arizona. Renewed interest in
the Mountain View Officers’ Club is the result of local preservation efforts, an intensive federal consultation process
(Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act) and the creation of a broad-based coalition backing a single,
innovative reuse plan. Early actions by Arizona preservation partners and the Southwest Association of Buffalo
Soldiers resulted in the exploration of new, compatible uses for the building that would engage the broader Sierra
Vista community. Recent efforts spearheaded by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and local partners
Arizona Preservation Foundation and Tucson Preservation Foundation have focused on plans to transform, through
adaptive reuse, this significant building into a new use as a community and events center for both the Fort and
broader Sierra Vista community.
The Mountain View Officers’ Club building was listed as one of America’s 11 Most Endangered Historic Places
in 2013 and designated a National Treasure by the National Trust in 2014. “We envision a country where everyone
can see themselves, and their heritage, in our collective story and our cultural landscape,” said Stephanie K. Meeks,
president and CEO of the National Trust for Historic Preservation. “We applaud today’s funding announcement by
the U.S. Department of the Interior and the National Park Service to further preserve important places of civil rights
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struggle, conscience and achievement, and we encourage more of this across our nation. This funding will contribute
to the rehabilitation and reuse of the Mountain View Officers’ Club—answering the local need for a new
multipurpose facility and keeping alive an important chapter of our military history for future generations.
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SWABS P RESENTATION AT
T HE F LORENCE C ENTER

On 28 February, Southwest Association of
Buffalo Soldiers (SWABS) President Charles
Hancock made a presentation at the Florence
Center.
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SWABS P ARTICIPATES IN W ILD W EST
D AYS
T OMBSTONE W ILD W EST D AYS
S ATURDAY M ARCH 17, 2018
S ALUTE TO THE T ROOPS P ARADE
& IN H ONOR OF S T . P ATRICK ' S D AY

Billie Holloway, Barbara Blankenship, and
SWABS President Charles Hancock

SWABS participants with visitors from out-of-town

Billie Holloway, Barbara
Blankenship, and
Charles Hancock

Barbara Blankenship
with two unsavory
characters. Beautiful
Barbara exemplifies
the saying a "rose
between two thorns."
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S OUTHWEST A SSOCIATION OF B UFFALO S OLDIERS , I NC .
P ARTICIPATES IN F ORT H UACHUCA H ERITAGE D AY
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SWABS tent with
display tables and
handouts

Billie Holloway Sr., Barbara Blankenship, and SWABS President
Charles Hancock
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DONATIONS

Operations

Scholarship Program

For SWABS members who are homebound who cannot support the organization physically or with your attendance,
or that may be long distance, we encourage you to make a donation of support by mail and designate where you
would like your donation to be applied to either (1) Organizational Operations, so we can continue to provide
presentations, conduct events like the “Spirit of the Buffalo Soldiers Awards Program," and conduct Tours on Fort
Huachuca of Buffalo Soldier sites; or (2) our Scholarship Program for local graduating high school seniors. Please
mail your donations to:
Southwest Association of Buffalo Soldiers Inc.
P.O. Box 715
Sierra Vista, AZ 85636
SWABS is a non-profit organization. We are able to offer donors the maximum charitable tax deduction permitted
by law. Contributions may also be made online using PayPal at our website:
swabuffalosoldiers.org
Thank You
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

This newsletter was prepared as a joint
effort by SWABS Chairman of the Board
Billie Holloway Sr. and Associate
Member and volunteer Editor, Tommie
Teel, with input from SWABS members.
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